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Antibiotic awareness toolkit for healthcare professionals in 
England

World Antimicrobial Awareness Week (WAAW) aims to increase 
awareness of global antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and to encourage 
best practices for using antimicrobials responsibly among the general 
public, health workers and policy makers, to avoid the further 
emergence and spread of drug-resistant infections

Main messages for HCPs on antimicrobial stewardship and COVID-19:

As the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has highlighted, infection 
management of viral infection remains an important challenge for 
healthcare professionals and can have an adverse impact on the use of 
antibiotics. Now, more than ever we need to continue to work 
together to prevent serious infections – including COVID-19 – whilst 
reducing inappropriate antibiotic use

• follow current NICE guidelines to infer if pneumonia has a COVID-19, 
viral or bacterial cause 

• treat coughs, fever and breathlessness related to COVID-19 in line with 
clinical guidance, not with antibiotics. Please consider the COVID-19 and 
Flu pathway for diagnosis, testing and clinical management

• explain to patients that antibiotics do not prevent or treat viral infections 
including COVID-19. Antibiotics can cause side-effects, including nausea 
and diarrhoea. Antibiotics use can also increase the risk of spreading 
infections that are caused by bacteria resistant to antibiotics

Antibiotic awareness: toolkit for healthcare professionals in England -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-antibiotic-awareness-day-resources-toolkit-for-healthcare-professionals-in-england


Our Mission: To Optimise the Health of the People of Swindon and Shrivenham

New War on Superbugs

• May 19, 2016 – Tackling Drug-Resistant Infections Globally: final 
report and recommendations

• Antibiotics are a vital tool for modern medicine. Not only for the treatment of infections 
such as pneumonia, meningitis and tuberculosis. We also need them to avoid infections 
during chemotherapy, caesarean sections and other surgery.

https://amr-review.org/sites/default/files/160525_Final%20paper_with%20cover.pdf


The burden of infection in numbers and the burden 
of antibiotic resistance

ESPAUR report 2019-2020

The English Surveillance Programme for 
Antimicrobial Utilisation and Resistance (ESPAUR) 
report is due to be published on 17 November, 
detailing trends in prescribing and serious antibiotic 
prescribing in England in 2020. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/936199/ESPAUR_Report_2019-20.pdf


Few new antibiotics in the pipeline

The current economic model for developing new antibiotics is failing. Companies invest huge amounts of 
money to bring a new drug to market but cannot recover their costs or make a profit. The combination 
of low sales and low prices limits the amount of money companies can make. Without financial 
incentives, many large pharmaceutical companies have started to pull out of the field.





www.england.nhs.uk



The UK’s five-year national action plan

UK_AMR_5_year_national_action_plan.pdf (publishing.service.gov.uk)

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/784894/UK_AMR_5_year_national_action_plan.pdf


Total consumption of antibiotics and trends by 
prescriber setting 

ESPAUR report 2019-2020

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/936199/ESPAUR_Report_2019-20.pdf


Preserve antibiotics we have; appropriate use

https://prescribing.bswccg.nhs.uk/wpdm-
package/wiltshire-swindon-banes-primary-
care-antibiotic-guidance-jan-2019-nice-update

https://prescribing.bswccg.nhs.uk/wpdm-package/wiltshire-swindon-banes-primary-care-antibiotic-guidance-jan-2019-nice-update


NICE guidelines new site for Antimicrobial Prescribing
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/health-protection/communicable-diseases/antimicrobial-stewardship

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/health-protection/communicable-diseases/antimicrobial-stewardship


English surveillance programme for antimicrobial utilisation 
and resistance (ESPAUR) report 2019/20



Resources available for reducing antibiotic prescribing:

www.rcgp.org.uk/targetantibiotics

http://www.rcgp.org.uk/targetantibiotics


The patient perspective:

https://www.rcgp.org.uk/TARGETantibiotics

https://www.rcgp.org.uk/TARGETantibiotics


Patient leaflets:



BECOME AN ANTIBIOTIC GUARDIAN
CHOOSE YOUR PLEDGE NOW!

www.antibioticguardian.com

UK Health Security Agency What is Antibiotic Resistance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PhmyNBWGik

http://www.antibioticguardian.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PhmyNBWGik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PhmyNBWGik


e-Bug

The e-Bug suite of educational resources have been re-
designed and updated for 2021 and in the context of COVID-
19. New for 2021 is the free e-Bug Health Educator Training, 
which aims to improve your ability to teach children and 
young people how to prevent the spread of infection and to 
use antibiotics responsibly.

e-Bug | England Home

https://www.e-bug.eu/


WAAW Main actions for those with very limited time

If you can only do 2 or 3 simple things to promote antibiotic awareness 
this WAAW, we suggest the following priority actions:

As an individual – Choose your Antibiotic Guardian pledge and 
encourage colleagues, family members and friends to do the same. 
You may wish to share your pledge on social media platforms include 
#AntibioticGuardian, #KeepAntibioticsWorking and #WAAW hashtag in 
your social media posts.

Share the WAAW digital resources for healthcare workers:
A range of new digital notes have been created for colleagues to 

download and share during WAAW with theme of ‘Antibiotics in 

clinical practice’, ‘Prevention’, ‘Antimicrobial resistance and the 

environment and/or research’, ‘Diagnostics’, ‘Antimicrobials and 

untrue/spurious allergy’.

http://www.antibioticguardian.com/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.box.com%2Fs%2Fcb93qb6lv3qwv9xhnte8b86tmdt48nxs&data=04%7C01%7CJordan.Charlesworth%40phe.gov.uk%7C696600dea0dc494b5e8808d997a5196e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C637707557608252243%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BaTngxhH7pTsd46r8uV9TS1X7eqsAaW4IWrjlaEJ0XA%3D&reserved=0


RightCare UTI products and NHSBSA ePACT2 Antimicrobial Stewardship 
dashboard Children
24 November 2021 14:00-16:00

• Please share the invite with colleagues who clinicians are working on the UTI pathway, and it aligns to the 
2019/20 AMR LUTI CQUIN scheme for acute Trusts and the anticipated 2022/23 AMR acute UTI all adults 
CQUIN for the first session, 

• And, for the second session those clinicians working in primary care including WIC, UTC, OOH and primary 
care practices, as well as paediatricians. IPC and school nursing and PH in council may also be interested in 
the second session due to the high use of antibiotics for winter RTIs and prevention strategies which include 
flu vaccination uptake and in school IPC strategies, as well as parent education.

MS team link invite to be send out via BSW prescribing email



Antimicrobial Stewardship resources

Health Education England HEE Antimicrobial Resistance and Infections elearning
Antimicrobial Resistance and Infections - elearning for healthcare (e-lfh.org.uk)

Antimicrobial prescribing and stewardship competencies framework
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/253094/ARHAIpr
escrcompetencies__2_.pdf

Public Health England Fingertips AMR
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/amr-local-
indicators/data#page/3/gid/1938132909/pat/15/par/E92000001/ati/118/are/RBD/iid/93555/age/1/sex/4/cid/4/page-
options/ovw-do-0_car-do-0

UK 5-year action plan for antimicrobial resistance 2019 to 2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-5-year-action-plan-for-antimicrobial-resistance-2019-to-2024

Open Prescribing AMS Data
https://openprescribing.net/ccg/92G/measures/?tags=antimicrobial

RCGP TARGET Antibiotics Resources
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/TARGETantibiotics

English Surveillance Programme for Antimicrobial Utilisation and Resistance ESPAUR report 
UK_AMR_5_year_national_action_plan.pdf (publishing.service.gov.uk)

E-Bug
e-Bug | Beat the Bugs

https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/antimicrobial-resistance-and-infections/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/253094/ARHAIprescrcompetencies__2_.pdf
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/amr-local-indicators/data#page/3/gid/1938132909/pat/15/par/E92000001/ati/118/are/RBD/iid/93555/age/1/sex/4/cid/4/page-options/ovw-do-0_car-do-0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-5-year-action-plan-for-antimicrobial-resistance-2019-to-2024
https://openprescribing.net/ccg/92G/measures/?tags=antimicrobial
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/TARGETantibiotics
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/784894/UK_AMR_5_year_national_action_plan.pdf
https://www.e-bug.eu/page.php?name=beat-the-bugs


Thank you

Marco Yeung
Medicine Optimisation Pharmacist
NHS Bath and North East Somerset, Swindon and 
Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning Group
marco.yeung1@nhs.net

mailto:marco.yeung1@nhs.net

