Swindon and Wiltshire Together

l Bath and North East Somerset,

BSW Formulary Updates and Recent Decisions — May 2025

New additions to BSWformulary and Change in Traffic Light Status (TLS)

Neomycin — Antibiotic Prophylaxis for colorectal surgery — added with RED traffic light for
use across BSW acute trusts. Unlicensed in the UK.

Otocomb Otic for treating inner ear infection (unlicensed) — added with RED traffic light
for use across BSW acute trusts. Unlicensed in the UK, for ENT specialist use only.
Aprepitant SINGLE DOSE pre-operatively for anti-reflux day care surgery — OFF-LABEL
USE added with RED traffic light for use across BSW.

New and Updated Prescribing Guidelines and Shared Care Agreements

Minor

BSW Guidance for the off-label use of Topical Testosterone in Women on HRT —
changed from AMBER shared care agreement —to AMBER Initiation (3 months). SCA is
not relevant for the majority of these patients as they are stabilised on the medication and
discharged from the acute clinic.

BSW Prescribing Information for Relugolix-Estradiol-Norethisterone Acetate (Ryeqo®)
for Treatment of Endometriosis — approved for publishing. Guidance for use in endometriosis
developed following NICE approval. 90day period for implementation finishes in July, when it
will be published.

Guidance on ADHD medication reqguests for combination drugs for adults with ADHD —
this guidance was prompted due to a noticeable increase in requests from private clinics for
combinations of amphetamines to be prescribed in primary care. Combinations are not
approved by NICE and are outside of the evidence base.

Home Oxygen and smoking Southwest NHS Policy — published to provide information.
Dronedarone SCA - published to replace the three separate documents (one for each old
CCG area) which were out of date. Patient numbers are small and no new patients are
expected to be initiated, but we do have a small population of patients on this drug which
needs blood monitoring and ECGs

amendments to Netformulary

- Guidance from British Menopause Society on the use of GLP-1s and contraception and
guidance on the use of HRT added to relevant section

- New brand of topical metronidazole has been licensed for use in rosacea and is cheaper
than other brands

- NICE have updated their guidance in epilepsy for cenobamate, it no longer has to be initiated
in tertiary centres which was a barrier to patients, so the entry has been updated to reflect that
it can be initiated by specialists locally now.

- Self Blood Glucose Monitoring Guidance has been further updated to reflect the products
preferred at each trust for gestational diabetes.

- Paxlovid entry has been updated to reflect the changes to eligible cohorts in updated NICE
guidance.

- Pantoprazole - query from a GP asking for review. It is slightly more expensive than other
PPI choices but GPs on the APC agree it is useful to have another option, especially as they
have no access to H2 blockers now. Therefore, was agreed to add it.

- Faricimab pre-filled syringe added to formulary.
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https://bswformulary.nhs.uk/chaptersSubDetails.asp?FormularySectionID=5&SubSectionRef=05.01.04&SubSectionID=A100&drugmatch=1821#1821
https://bswformulary.nhs.uk/chaptersSubDetails.asp?FormularySectionID=12&SubSectionRef=12.01.01&SubSectionID=D100&drugmatch=4848#4848
https://bswformulary.nhs.uk/chaptersSubDetails.asp?FormularySectionID=4&SubSectionRef=04.06&SubSectionID=M100&drugmatch=1529#1529
https://bswtogether.org.uk/medicines/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2025/05/Testosterone-in-women-guidance-May-2025.pdf
https://bswtogether.org.uk/medicines/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2025/05/Testosterone-in-women-guidance-May-2025.pdf
https://bswtogether.org.uk/medicines/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2025/05/BSW-relugolixestradiolnorethisterone_uterinefibroids-May-25.pdf
https://bswtogether.org.uk/medicines/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2025/05/BSW-relugolixestradiolnorethisterone_uterinefibroids-May-25.pdf
https://bswtogether.org.uk/medicines/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2025/05/ADHD-BSW-ADHD-Combination-Precribing-May-2025.pdf
https://bswtogether.org.uk/medicines/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2025/06/Home-Oxygen-Final-Policy-for-the-Prescribing-of-Home-Oxygen-to-People-who-Smoke-v3-1.pdf
https://bswtogether.org.uk/medicines/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2025/05/BSW-Dronedarone-May-25-FINAL.pdf
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- NHSE commissioning policy for treatment of Haemophagocytic Lymphohistiocytosis (HLH)
added into anakinra entry.

What the BSW ICB formulary team are currently working on
e Updating the APC Terms of Reference
e Updating HRT guidance
e SGLT2 for CKD guidance
e Vitamin D guidance update
e Amiodarone SCA being considered

The BSW joint formulary remains under construction and is designed to be an evolving, dynamic
resource. We are working to ensure the messages on GP prescribing systems and Optimise Profiles
are in line with the joint formulary. If you discover information you believe to be inaccurate or
misleading, or for further information, email bswicb.formulary@nhs.net
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