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BSW Formulary Updates and Recent Decisions – May 2026   

New additions to BSWformulary and Change in Traffic Light Status (TLS) 

• Octim (desmopressin) injections – added to formulary with RED traffic light. 

• Melatonin in paediatrics – application to change traffic light status changed from RED to 
AMBER shared care for use in children with diagnosed neuro-behavioural conditions where 
significant sleep disturbance persists despite sleep hygiene measures was discussed. Further 
discussions required and development of a SCA. 

• NSAID eye drops (Diclofenac and ketorolac) – traffic light status change from RED to 
AMBER initiation. Note that these drops are sometimes used for longer durations than in the 
license, so the prescriber might be prescribing this off-label. 

• Gepants for migraine prophylaxis – changed from AMBER initiation to AMBER 
recommended to enable GP initiation following specialist advice. Local guidelines produced 
for primary care available on the link. 
 

New and Updated Prescribing Guidelines and Shared Care Agreements 

• Information for GPs starting Rimegepant and Atogepant for Migraine Prevention – 
added to website to guide GPs following change in traffic light. 

 
Minor amendments to Netformulary 

- historical high-cost drugs that have been moved into tariff have had 

 the high-cost pound sign removed from formulary entries 

 - new denosumab biosimilar brands added with amber TL  

- minor updates made to the SMBG guidance to reflect new DVLA rules 

- higher strength piperacillin/tazobactam via surefuser added to formulary 

- minor updates made to Acne guidance 

 

What the BSW ICB formulary team are currently working on 

• Medicines used in heart failure 

• Postural hypotension guidance update 

• Melatonin in paediatrics SCA 

The BSW joint formulary remains under construction and is designed to be an evolving, dynamic 

resource. We are working to ensure the messages on GP prescribing systems and Optimise Profiles 

are in line with the joint formulary. If you discover information you believe to be inaccurate or 

misleading, or for further information, email bswicb.formulary@nhs.net 

https://bswformulary.nhs.uk/chaptersSubDetails.asp?FormularySectionID=6&SubSectionRef=06.05.02&SubSectionID=B100&drugmatch=5640#5640
https://bswformulary.nhs.uk/chaptersSubDetails.asp?FormularySectionID=16&SubSectionRef=16.04.04&SubSectionID=A100&drugmatch=5433#5433
https://bswformulary.nhs.uk/chaptersSubDetails.asp?FormularySectionID=11&SubSectionRef=11.08.02&SubSectionID=A100&drugmatch=5315#5315
https://bswformulary.nhs.uk/chaptersSubDetails.asp?FormularySectionID=16&SubSectionRef=16.04.04&SubSectionID=A100&drugmatch=5433#5433
https://bswtogether.org.uk/medicines/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2026/05/gepant-prescribing-for-BSW-GPs-v6.3-1.pdf
mailto:bswicb.formulary@nhs.net

