Signpost the Council’s updated cost of living web page 
With the rising costs of living, it’s important for residents to know what support is available to them now, particularly as we head into the colder months. A webpage is available on Swindon Borough Council’s website which signposts  19 things that residents can check to see if they’re entitled to any additional cost of living support.
This includes measures such as Pension Credit, help with childcare costs and help with energy costs. People can also get tailored energy advice from Warm and Safe Wiltshire, or if someone needs help in applying for benefits, contact Citizens Advice Swindon.
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New fund opened for residents as part of the Household Support Fund 
A new fund is available for residents in Swindon who need immediate or short-term financial help with the cost of living.
Eligible applicants will receive vouchers to help with costs such as energy and food.
This £1.5m Household Support Fund, which has been provided by the Government, follows £3m of previous funding – already used to make 54,877 awards to people in the Swindon area.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Find out how to apply on Swindon Borough Council’s website.
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Warm and Welcome Spaces set up across Swindon
Venues across Swindon are being set up as Warm and Welcome Spaces – a place where residents can go to spend time, stay warm and feel safe. The facilities at each venue will vary – some may offer hot drinks, free Wi-Fi or activities might be taking place. The spaces are open to anyone for free – visitors won’t be asked why they’re there and they don’t need to take part in any activities if they don’t want to.
So far, more than 25 Council-run and community venues have been confirmed as part of the scheme, and the Council is looking to open more across the borough to have them available to as many people as possible. The list on their website is being updated regularly – please share it with your networks.
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